HOLCOMB, EDWARD

DOB: 01/06/1951
DOV: 12/12/2023
Mr. Holcomb is a 72-year-old gentleman who developed polio at 14 months, then became paralyzed from neck down, has had numerous surgeries on his back, on his spine. Also, developed diabetes and peripheral vascular disease required right-sided BKA. He is currently homebound. He has just bought a wheelchair for $10 from someone down the street. When I arrived at his residence, he crawled to the house, he gave me the key through a tear in his screen for me to open the door to get in. He was found dressed in numerous layers of clothing. He appeared weak. Again, he has got right below-the-knee amputation, he has a prosthesis, but because of severe weakness he is not able to stand.

He used to have a provider, but he does not have a provider, he cannot stand to cook or clean for himself. He is not even able to get into his wheelchair that he just purchased for $10.

He relies on neighbors to bring him food or buy him something; sometimes, he goes hungry for days.
PAST MEDICAL HISTORY: He says he has diabetes and high blood pressure, but he is not taking any medications at this time for either one. Paralysis related to polio at age 14 months, has caused him to have severe spasm and pain from time to time.

PAST SURGICAL HISTORY: He has had numerous surgeries related to his polio, his paralysis, but most significant for right below-the-knee operation and amputation.

SOCIAL HISTORY: He used to be a drafter. He did smoke. He did not use any drugs and he used alcohol from time to time. He is single. He has one child who has not been seen for sometime.

FAMILY HISTORY: He does not remember what mother and father died of, but they were both old.

COVID IMMUNIZATIONS: Up-to-date.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:
VITAL SIGNS: It is difficult to obtain his blood pressure because he has so many layers of clothing and he does not want to take them off, but he appears to be emaciated. He appears to be weak with muscle wasting in the upper and lower extremity. Blood pressure 90/palp, respirations 22, and afebrile.
NECK: No JVD.

LUNGS: Rhonchi.

HEART: Positive S1 and positive S2. Distant heart sounds.

ABDOMEN: Soft.

SKIN: No rash. Muscle wasting severe.
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ASSESSMENT/PLAN: This is a 72-year-old gentleman with true definition of failure to thrive. I believe the patient without any help and intervention would die soon given his home situation, his feeding situation, his severe muscle wasting, possible diabetes been out of control, he has peripheral vascular disease as well and the fact that he relies on people to bring him food.

He is in a desperate need of provider services.

I would recommend checking blood sugars on a regular basis and obtaining the baseline blood work for Mr. Holcomb, providing him with nursing care as well as possible PT till he be able to use his prosthesis because he is not able to stand up at this time because of severe weakness. This was discussed with the patient at length for leaving his residence.
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